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Biographical sketch 
 

Studies in Munich, Bayreuth, and Cairo 

 
Since 07/2006 Head of international and multidisciplinary research-project “Sharia Debates 

and their perception by Christians and Muslims in selected African countries”, 

University of Bayreuth. 

2005 – 2006 Member of the Humanities Collaborative Research Centre (SFB/FK 560) “Local 

Action in Africa in the Context of Global Influences”, University of Bayreuth. 

2003 – 2004 Research fellow at the German Institute for Middle East Studies, Hamburg. 

2002 – 2003 Co-ordinator of the project “Sharia-debates and the shaping of Christian and 

Muslim identities in Northern Nigeria since 1999”, University of Bayreuth. 



2000 – 2002 Research fellow at the German Institute for Middle East Studies, Hamburg. 

1998 –  2000 Lecturer in Islamic Studies at the University of Bayreuth. 

PhD 1997, University of Bayreuth, title of thesis: “Islamische fromme Stiftungen und Staat. 

Der Wandel in den Beziehungen zwischen einer religiösen Institution und dem 

marokkanischen Staat seit dem 19. Jahrhundert bis 1937“ 

1992 – 1996 Research fellow at the Collaborative Research Centre (SFB 214) “Identity in 

Africa – Processes of Development and Change”, University of Bayreuth. 

 

Research focus 

Geographic: sub-Saharan Africa, Northern Africa 

Thematic: Current Islamic movements, Islamic law in Africa, Islamic foundations (waqf), 

Islamism / political Islam, Muslims in secular / partly Islamic societies 

 

International conferences (convernor / co-convenor) 

 

05 – 07 / 2007 Second Summer Academy “Sharia debates and their perceptions by Muslims 

and Christian in selected African countries”, University of Bayreuth. 

06 / 2007 Conference on “Local Islam under global influences. Sharia debates in selected 

African Countries” University of Bayreuth. 

02 / 2007 International workshop on “Sharia debates and their perceptions by Muslims and 

Christian in selected African countries”, in cooperation with the University of Shendi and the 

University of Khartoum, Sudan. 

10 / 2006 Regional workshop on “Sharia debates and their perceptions by Muslims and 

Christian in Eastern Africa”, in cooperation with St. Paul’s United Theological College, 

Limuru, Kenya. 

05 – 07 / 2006 First Summer Academy “Sharia debates and their perceptions by Muslims 

and Christian in selected African countries”, University of Bayreuth. 

07 / 2004 International workshop “Sharia debates and their perception by Muslims and 

Christians in selected African countries”, in cooperation with St. Paul’s United Theological 

College, Limuru, Kenya,  

01 / 2004 International symposium “Comparative Perspectives on Sharia in Nigeria”, in 

cooperation with the University of Jos, Nigeria. 



07 / 2003 International symposium “Sharia-debates and the shaping of identities of Muslims 

and Christians in Nigeria”, University of Bayreuth.  

 

Supervising doctoral candidates (co-supervisor) 

 

Since 2005:  
Hassan Juma Ndzovu, Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya / University KwaZulu Natal, Durban, 

South Africa, research topic: Religion and Politics: A Critical Study of the Politicization 

of Islam in Kenya, submitted January 2007. 

Since 2006:  

Muhammad Hamed Muhammad Ahmad, Shendi University, Sudan, research topic: The 

determinants of reproductive behavior among Muslims in Sudan. A Case study: Shendi 

town. 

Chikas Danfulani, University Jos, Nigeria, research topic: Shari’ah re-Implementation in 

Northern Nigeria and the education of Muslim Women. 

Rebecca Osiro, St. Paul’s United Theological College, Limuru, Kenya, research topic: The 

role of Kadhis’ courts in western Kenya: Women’s Perspective. 

William Kopwe, St. Paul’s United Theological College, Limuru, Kenya, research topic: 

Sharia Implementation in Tanzania Mainland: A critical religio-social-anthropological 

challenge to the country. 

Ramzi Ben Amara, University of Bayreuth, research topic: The development of the Izala 

movement in Nigeria: Its split, relationship to sufis and perception of sharia 

implementation. 
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